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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Claims 2, 8 and 9 have been amended 
Claims I, 3-5, 7 and 10-29 have been cancelled. 
Claims 30-33 are new. 

Claims 2. 6. 8. 9 and 30-33 are pending . 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks page 8, filed 5/5/2006, with respect to the rejection 
of claims 2, 8 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Stahl (USPN 7,072,932). 

35 USC §112 

2. Regarding claims 1-3, 5, 7, 8-12, 14, 15, 17 and 24-29, the claim language corrections 
and claim cancellations are accepted by the Examiner. The 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
rejections are therefore withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 6, 8, 9 and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kubota et al (USPN 5,754,172) in view of Tsujimoto (USPN 6,271,841) and further in 
view oiStahl (USPN 7,072,932). 

a. Per claim 2, Kubota et al teach a receiving apparatus, which is communicably 
connected to a transmitting apparatus that transmits news information that contains text, for 
receiving the news information from said transmitting apparatus, comprising: 

■ receiving means for receiving the news information from said transmitting 
apparatus (col.4 lines 40-53); 

■ voice output means for outputting the text content of the received news 
information as a voice in an order predetermined for every genre of news 
information based upon the content of the news information (Figure 9, col. 2 lines 
6-65, col.3 lines 19-48, col.4 lines 40-53, col.10 lines 25-52, col. 12 lines 51-53, 
col. 14 lines 4-67, col. 15 lines 40-55, col. 17 lines 50-56; provision for voice 
output of news information); 

Kubota et al fail to explicitly teach display means for displaying an animation, 
which imitates a speaking individual, in conformity with the output of said voice. However 
Tsujimoto teaches displaying an animation speaking, synchronizing the mouth movements with 
the voice output (Abstract, Figure 9, col.3 lines 6-29 and 42-59, col. 14 lines 9-45). Although 
Kubota et al teach the determining step for determining the degree of importance of the content 
of the news articles by implementing significance degrees, wherein significance degrees are 
annexed with news articles for determining the output order of the news data and outputting the 
news as voice (col.4 lines 57-62, col. 14 lines 62-67, col. 17 lines 57-67). Kubota et al and 
Tsujimoto both fail to explicitly teach determining means, when said receiving means receives 
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fresh news information, for determining degree of importance of the content of the fresh news 
information; wherein said voice output means outputs the text content of the fresh news 
information as a voice preferentially if said determining means determines the degree of 
importance of the content of the fresh news information is higher than that of the content of the 
content of other news information which has already been received. However, Stahl teaches a 
system for determining from the user's profile what types of news to deliver as text, audio or 
video; thus the user is able to receive fresh news, such as local weather and traffic reports, 
delivered preferentially as audio (Abstract, col.l lines 37-48, col.2 lines 15-23, col.3 lines 1-12 
and 45-59, col.4 line 58-col.5 line 17, col.5 lines 46-57, col. 7 lines 27-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Kubota et al and Tsujimoto with Stahl for the 
purpose of provisioning preferences to the user, along with animation and designation 
capabilities for ordering the news data according to their preference and allowing for the 
designation to be based on the type and relevance of the news information to the user — this gives 
the user control over the sequencing of the news and allows the user to decide what genre of 
"fresh" news the user deems important enough to hear before the other news. 

b. Claims 8 and 9 contain limitations that are substantially equivalent to claim 2 and 
are therefore rejected on the same basis. 

c. Per claim 6, Kubota et al and Tsujimoto with Stahl teach the apparatus according 
to claim 2, Kubota et al further teach the apparatus, wherein the order is capable of being set by a 
user (Figure 9, col.2 line 2-col.3 line 48,col.l0 line 41-col.ll line 50, col. 15 lines 1-56, col. 17 
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lines 57-67; Stahl: Abstract, col.l lines 37-48, col.2 lines 15-23, coL3 lines 1-12 and 45-59, col.4 
line 58-col.5 line 17, col.5 lines 46-57, col. 7 lines 27-41). 

d. Per claim 30, Kubota et al and Tsujimoto with Stahl teach the apparatus 
according to claim 2, Kubota et al further teach wherein it is notified that said voice outputs the 
text content of the fresh news information as a voice preferentially (col.4 lines 57-62, col. 14 lines 
62-67, col.17 lines 57-67; Stahl. Abstract, col.l lines 37-48, col.2 lines 15-23, col.3 lines 1-12 
and 37-59, col. 7 lines 8-19). 

e. Claims 31 and 32 are substantially equivalent to claim 30 and are therefore 
rejected under the same basis. 

f. Per claim 33, Kubota et al and Tsujimoto with Stahl teach the apparatus 
according to claim 2, Stahl further teaches wherein said display means displays a caster 
animation, and the caster animation is changed when said voice output means outputs the text 
content of the fresh news information as a voice preferentially (col.3 lines 51-59, col.5 lines 46- 
57, col. 7 lines 8-19). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Clarke Jr. et al (6,085,235), Witteman (6,243,676), Thum et al (6,616,700), Shapiro 
et al (7,035,848), Snyder et al (7,024,677). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristie Shingles whose telephone number is 571-272-3888. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Kristie Shingles 
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